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• American Community Survey basics 

• Resources for learning more 

• Accessing ACS data products 
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What is the ACS? 

A large, continuous survey 
that: 

• samples approximately 3.54 
million resident addresses 
per year (about  290,000 per 
month) 

• produces characteristics of 
population and housing 
(similar to Census 2000 long 
form) 

• produces estimates for small 
areas and small population 
groups 
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ACS Estimates Are NOT  

the 2010 Census Population Counts 

• The 2010 Census counts the population to support 

apportionment and redistricting 
 

• The ACS supplements this information with annually 

updated estimates on the nation’s population and 

housing characteristics 
 

• The purpose of the ACS is not to count every person 

in a community or town but rather, to provide a 

portrait of the community’s characteristics  
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Operations 

Mail Telephone Personal Visit 



American Community Survey 
Content 
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Social 

Economic 

Housing 

Demographic 



How Target Uses the ACS 
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U.S. Census Bureau You Tube Channel 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?feature=player_profilepage&v=neZDyZ3y3bs


Selected Census  

Geographic Concepts 

Legal/Administrative Areas  

• Nation 

• States 

• Counties 

• Incorporated Places 

• Minor Civil Divisions 

• Congressional Districts 

• State Legislative Districts 

• School Districts 

Statistical Areas 

• Regions 

• Divisions 

• Census Designated 

Places 

• Census County Divisions 

• Public Use Microdata 

Areas (PUMA) 

• Census Tracts 

• Block Groups 
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ACS Period Estimates 

• Describe the average characteristics over a 
specific period of time 

• Contrast with point-in-time estimates  

 Describe characteristics as of a specific 
date, such as April 1, 2010 

• Period is 1 year, 3 years, or 5 years data 
(combined for 12 months, 36 months, or 60 
months) 

  

9 



10 

The ACS annually releases… 
 

1-year estimates (2010) 

– Areas with populations of 65,000+ 

• The Nation 

• Every state, the District of Columbia, and Puerto Rico 

• Every Congressional District 

• About 25 percent of all counties 

3-year estimates (2008-2010) 

– Areas with populations of 20,000+ 

5-year estimates (2006-2010) 

– All areas 

ACS Data Releases 



Map of ACS Publication Areas 
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New for the 2010 Data Releases 

• Data released on New American FactFinder  

• Revised 2010 Geography  

• 2010 Based Population Controls 

• New topics available in 3-year estimates 
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Where to Go to Learn More 

• ACS Main Page 

• ACS Compass 

Products 

• Data & 

Documentation 

Page 

• Design & 

Methodology Report 
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www.census.gov/acs 



How to Access ACS Data Products 
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www.census.gov 
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Selected Yearly Products 
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ACS 1-Year 

• Data Profile 

• Comparison Profile 

• Selected 
Population Profile 

• Ranking Tables 

• Subject Tables 

• Detailed Tables 

• Geographic 
Comparison Tables 

• Public Use 
Microdata Sample 
File 

 ACS 3-Year 

• Data Profile 

 

• Selected 
Population Profile 

 

• Subject Tables 

• Detailed Tables 

• Geographic 
Comparison Tables 

• Public Use 
Microdata Sample 
File 

 ACS 5-Year 

• Data Profile  

 

 

 

 

• Subject Tables 

• Detailed Tables 

• Geographic 
Comparison Tables 

• Public Use 
Microdata Sample 
File 
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Contact Information 

 

Visit the ACS/PRCS website: 

www.census.gov/acs 

 

Contact by telephone: 

1-800-923-8282 

 

Submit a question: 

https://ask.census.gov 



Exercise Questions 

• Go to: http://www.factfinder2.census.gov.  Under “Topics,” click on 

“Program,” then select “American Community Survey” 

 

• 1--What is the percentage of people 25 and older in the District of 

Columbia with a bachelor’s degree or higher in 2010? 

 

• 2--What state had the greatest percentage of children below the 

poverty level in 2010?  What was the percentage?  Where did 

Virginia rank?  Is Virginia statistically different from Maryland? 

 

• 3--How many occupied housing units in the District of Columbia, 

Maryland, and Virginia lack complete plumbing facilities in 2008-

2010?  What is the corresponding margin of error?   
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http://www.factfinder2.census.gov/


Question 1 
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• Check the box 

next to “District 

of Columbia” 

and select “Add” 

• Or click on 

“District of 

Columbia” 

• “State: District 

of Columbia” 

will appear in 

“Your 

Selections”  

 
20 



• Under “Dataset,” 

select “2010 ACS 1-

year estimates” 

• “Dataset: 2010 ACS 

1-year estimates” will 

appear in “Your 

Selections” 
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• Under “People,” click on 
the “+” icon next to 
“Education” 

• Next, select “Educational 
Attainment” 

• “People: Education: 
Educational Attainment” 
will appear in “Your 
Selections” 

• Type “bachelors” in the 
“Search within Results 
for…” box, then click 
“GO” 
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• Click on the 

title of the 

table to view 

• Or check the 

box next to 

your tables of 

interest and 

select “View” 
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Table S1501: Educational Attainment 

24 



Question 2 
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• Under “Dataset,” 

select “2010 ACS 

1-year estimates” 

• “Dataset: 2010 

ACS 1-year 

estimates” will 

appear in “Your 

Selections” 



• Under “Product Type,” 
select “Ranking 
Table” 

• “Product Type: 
Ranking Table” will 
appear in “Your 
Selections” 

• Type “poverty” into in 
the “Search within 
Results for…” box, 
then click “GO” 
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• Click on 

the title of 

the table to 

view 

• Or check 

the box 

next to 

your tables 

of interest 

and select 

“View” 
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R1704: Percent of Children Under 18 Years Below 

Poverty Level in the Past 12 Months (For Whom 

Poverty Status is Determined) 
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Question 3 
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• Check the box 

next to “District 

of Columbia,” 

“Maryland,” and 

“Virginia” and 

select “Add” 

• “State: District 

of Columbia, 

Maryland, 

Virginia” will 

appear in “Your 

Selections”  
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• Under “Dataset,” 

select “2010 ACS 

3-year estimates” 

• “Dataset: 2010 

ACS 3-year 

estimates” will 

appear in “Your 

Selections” 



• Under “Housing,” click 
on the “+” icon next to 
“Physical 
Characteristics” 

• Next, select 
“Plumbing Facilities” 

• “Housing: Physical 
Characteristic: 
Plumbing Facilities” 
will appear in “Your 
Selections” 
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• Click on the 

title of the 

table to view 

• Or check the 

box next to 

your tables of 

interest and 

select “View” 



B25048: Plumbing Facilities for 

Occupied Housing Units 
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